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Informative Speech Development 
Complete the following section to demonstrate your initial efforts of invention for the presentation. Your answers 
to these questions will likely be amended and expanded as your preparation continues. 

A. What is your issue area?  

B. Preliminary Research 
Provide an MLA citation for at least 3 
sources of support material. 

 

C. Source Quality Check Check each box to confirm that you have evaluated your support 
material. If you are not confident that a source meets each of 
these criteria, you should conduct additional research. 
 

❏ My sources of support material are qualified. The audience 
will perceive my sources to be competent on the issue. The 
qualifications of my sources are easy to identify and will be 
easy to use for oral citations. 

❏ My sources of support material are unbiased. The 
audience will perceive my sources to be free of special 
interests, commercial or financial incentive, and significant 
political or philosophical bias. 

❏ My sources of support material are authoritative. I have 
used the primary resource (original author or collector and 
interpreter of data) for support material and avoided 
questionable secondary sources - especially sources such as 
Wikipedia that have minimal editorial standards or control. 

❏ My support material is relevant. Audience members will 
perceive my support material to be germane to the issue I am 
discussing AND relatable to their lived experience. 

❏ My support material is timely. It is current or chronologically 
appropriate for the issue I am discussing. 

D. Based on your preliminary research, provide the following information about your issue area. 

1. Why is your issue urgent?  

2. Identify causes of your issue.  

3. Identify effects of your issue.  

E. Specific Purpose?  

F. Central Idea?  

G. Preview Statement?  
 


